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EVENING WITH
PIYUSH MISHRA

ome of the loudest cheers at the fest were reserved for

lyricist, singer, composer and actor Piyush Mishra, who
brought day one of the fest to a close. His attendance had
been uncertain because of how unwell he was, but he made
it nevertheless, and treated the students to one after the oth-
er of his best-knowin songs, besides some undiscovered gems
from his college days. Some of the rousing songs from Gufaal,
like Duniya and Aarambh, and Ghar, got the loudest applause,
and he introduced the audience to lesser known songs. A

satirical song from the
film Dif Pe Mat Le Yaar,
which mocked life in
Mumbai as seen from
the eyes of two village bumpkins, was also
much appreci as were hisimprovisati

on Ram Prasad Bismil's Sarfaroshi Ki Taman-
na.Among the songs that were never released
for public distribution, he sang his provocative
improvisation on a Ganesh vandana, which he
had wiitten to be performed before a play in
1998. Another popular number was that in
which he spoke of himself as Hamlet, stand-
ing at the chaiwala outside NSD in Delhi and
commenting on the world, acting and life in-
side the institute (Mishra studied at the Na-
tional School of Drama).

When students asked him what he would
choose from his many activities, were he to
choose only two, he said, “Jismein paise
milenge. Yeh sab gaane 25 saal pefie ikh-fikh
ke phenk diye — unhe document karne ka mi-
Jjaaz nahin tha. Meri majboon hai ki imn chee-
zon mein quality laun jinse mera ghar chafta
hai, Inqalab bahut ho gaya, aadmi ki family ki
taraf responsibilities bhi hoti hain."

Butthe auditorium as a whole cheered lustily for him when,
right at the beginning, someone asked him about a few lines
he had recited years earlier, mocking the younger generation
as shallow. “Nahin, meri woh soch badal chuki hai" he said
to everyone's surprise. “Mujhe tab lagia tha ki Gulaal ke gaane
Yyoung logon ko samajh nahin aayenge, lekin sabse zyaada ap-
preciate unhe college jaane wale aap jaise logon ne hi kiya.
I've taken my words back since, main aap fogon ke baare mein
galat sochta tha. Aap log bahut sensitive hain."

An enactment of Anna

Hazare's protest over -

the Jan Lokpal Bill in
hi

he fest kicked off with a fitting opening ceremony,
—e where students recreated incidents from the past

~trrfl vear or sowhich have had socio-political ramifications,
with the media actively bringing them to the fore — be-
ginning with the Anna Hazare movement to the Nitb-

haya death and trial, the Muzaffarnagar riots and the
Saifai festival. And, to lighten the mood, the students
broke into a flashmob (which has almost become a sta-
ple at every IIMC cultural event), where even faculty
members joined in!

1 - — A
A skit on Nirbhaya's death and the trial

{in green) j;ined in during the flash mob
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Media & masti at IMG

t was two days of work and play as the Indian Insti-
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sented a gamut of act
at the institute’s hilly;

2 Serlou

to creative writing

t

E11 Campus.

JMC's Kahkasha stood first with their
play on the treatment of rape survivors
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Sahil from IIT Delhi was the best solo per-

former

mmunication (IIMC) presented their
annual fest, Vox Pop 2014, presented by Delhi Times.

VS t0 express
us panel discussions to sudden

ocio-political

s for students to participate in
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he fest pre-

Ibtida from Hi

ukkad, the street play competition, was judged

by Ankit Chadha and Kiran Pawar, active mem-
bers of the Delhi theatre scene. Kahkasha, the JMC
street play society, won for their play Gunaah HaiPar
Saza Nahi, on the ‘rape mentality’ of society which
treats the rape victim as the culprit and not as a sur-
vivor of a hate crime. Ibtida from Hindu College came
second for their play, which spoke about the reforms.
required in the education system.

u College came second

Arjun and Samear from Sri Aurobindo College, the duet winners
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Conundrum from PGDAV College

finging the fest to

a rocking end
vias Hitplay, the battle
of the bands event. The
event was judged by
Roshan Roy, Adityan
Nair, Mridul Luthra, Ar-
man Singh and Siby
Mathew, members of
the Urban Early Men, a
Delhi band known for
psychedelic rock. Co-
nundrum, an altemate
rock act from PGDAV
College, were the win-
ners, with the second
pasition won by Alfaz,
afusion band.

A member
of Alfaz

Reema Sarin,
a judge at
the dance
compatitions

erpsichore, the dance

events, made sure that day
one ended on a fun Bollywoody
note. Choreographer Reema
Sarin was part of the jury for the
event. The group competition
saw participation from teams like
Hansraj College, Lady Sri Ram
and Dyal Singh among others.
But it was the boys from neigh-
bouring IT Delhi who walked
away with the best group per-
formance prize. Sahil from IIT
Delhi walked away with the prize
for the solo performance, while
Sameer and Arjun from Sri Au-
robindo College won the prize for

(R) with the situation in the Muzaffarnagar riot camps

the best duet performance.

The IIT Delhi team won for the best group performance

Aanchal Tuli, Bohni Bandyopadhyay and Chandna Arora
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Bharat Ratna
CV Raman

e nation celebrates

ebiary 28 as the National

Science Day to remind us

of CV Raman’s Nobel prize dis-
covery.

This piece outlines what
Raman effect is and what made
him unique. Motivated by the
blue colour of the sea. Raman
extended his work on the scat-
tering of light.

A beam of monochromatic
light (single-frequency) is scat-
tered when it passes through a
transparent medium.

At long last, on February 28,
1928, Raman observed two low-
intensity spectral lines emanat-
ing from the monochromatic
light.

He discovered one of the
hidden mysteries of nature:
the effect of the change in the
frequency of light when scat-
tered. Raman received the
Nobel Prize in 1930 for this
discovery. He used alcohol to
demonstrate it (Raman effect)
at the award ceremony.

The Bharat Ratna was
announced on August 15, 1954
One of the first to congratulate
him was Indira Gandhi who
said, “As vou know, I have been
an ardent admirer of vours
since that journey ro England
in 1937 and have regarded you
as the ‘Ratna’ of India. T am
happy to learn that now you are
officially a Bharat Ratna. It is
atitle that you richly deserve.”
Raman promptly responded,
conveying his grateful thanks
to Mr's Gandhi for her congrat-
ulatory message.

Raman received a telegram
on January 19, 1955 from the
President of India Dr Rajendra
Prasad saying, “I shall be glad
if vou stay in Rashtrapati
Bhavan as my guest, when vou
come to receive your Bharat
Ratna award. Kindly let us
kKnow vour mode and date of
arrival for reception arrange-
ments.”

Raman sent a reply to the
President on January 20 say-
ing that he was greatly touched,
to be so invited as the guest
at ‘Rashtrapathi Bhavan’ for
the Investiture Ceremony on
January 27, 1955.

But he expressed his inabil-
ity to attend the function telling
that he was firmly tied down

= Pride of the nation: CV Raman

here to enable one of his stu-
dents to complete his doctorate
thesis which the regulations
required him to submit to his
university before the end of
January

He further added. “Thus,
my duty as a teacher has to
take precedence over my own
personal affairs. I feel fully con-
fident that vou will appreciate
the compelling nature of the
circumstances which prevent
me from accepting vour Kind
and gracious invitation to come
to Delhi.” This unique example
is hard to find these days.

Science was a cosmic reli-
gion for Raman who would
wonder at the miracles of
nature.

He was strongly committed
to blend the modern spirit with
ancient wisdom.

To Raman, nature was a
great teachern

Education is imperfect
unless one resonates with
nature and responds to her
beauty: The beauty is the capac-
ity to see and understand.

Unless we have this capacity,
we are essentially uneducated.
Can we learn some lession from
all this? Science Day celebra-
tions remind us of his vision
while the country starves sci-
entists like Raman.

The writer is a professor at
dept of physics, II'T-BHU.
(VIEWS OF THE WRITER ARE
PERSONAL.)
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